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SUBJECT: JET - EUROPEAN FUSION FACILITY 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. GUIDO BRUNNER. EC COMMISSIONER. ANNOUNCED 
AT A PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY THAT THE JOINT EUROPEAN TORUS (JET) 
PROJECT IS IN ITS "DEATH THROES." HE ESTIMATED 10 PERCENT CHANCE 

OF SURVIVAL. THE RESEARCH COUNCIL WHICH HAD BEEN TENTATIVELY 
SCHEDULED TO MEET TODAY TO DISCUSS THE SITING OF JET WILL NOT 
MEET, ACCORDING TO BRUNNER, BECAUSE A PREVIOUS COMMITMENT TO 
ACCEPT A MAJORITY DECISION ON THE LOCATION "HAS NOT BEEN HONORED 
BY ONE OF THE MEMBER COUNTRIES." BRUNNER WOULD NOT IDENTIFY 
THE COUNTRY DIRECTLY, BUT IN ANSWERING A QUESTION AS TO WHETHER 
IT WAS THE SAME COUNTRY WHICH RECENTLY PROPOSED A SITE OUTSIDE 
OF THE COMMUNITY, HE SAID YES. (FRANCE RECENTLY PROPOSED CERN 
IN SWITZERLAND.) 

2. CONTRACTS FOR FUSION EXPERTS IN CULHAM EXPIRE DECEMBER 3 1 . 

HE WILL PROPOSE A THREE-MONTH EXTENSION TO THESE CONTRACTS AND 
WILL PREPARE A "LIQUIDATION BUDGET" FOR EC COUNCIL ACTION. 

3. BRUNNER STATED THAT HE WOULD HAVE CANCELLED THE JET, BUT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FELT THAT IT WAS A MATTER FOR COUNCIL DECISION. 

4. HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE MULTI-ANNUAL (1977-80) JOINT 
RESEARCH CENTER R&D BUDGET WOULD BE APPROVED AT 364 MILLION UNITS 
OF ACCOUNT. THE DEMISE OF JET SHOULD REMOVE THE "LINK" SOME STATES 
WERE MAINTAINING BETWEEN A DECISION ON THE JET SITE AND THE JRC 
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PROGRAM. 

5. IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS, BRUNNER SAID HE DID NOT EXPECT ANY EC 
MEMBER COUNTRY COULD AFFORD TO PICK UP THE JET PROJECT ON ITS 
OWN. HE DID NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THIRD-COUNTRY 
COOPERATION 

ON A FUSION FACILITY, BUT IN THIS CASE HE WOULD NOT EXPECT IT 
TO BE A REPLICA OF THE JET. HE SAID HE EXPECTED THAT 12 TO WP 
OF THE RESEARCHERS IN CULHAM MIGHT BE SEEKING EMPLOYMENT IN THE 
U.S. FUSION PROGRAM. ASKED IF HE FELT THAT DEMISE OF THE JET 
WOULD CAUSE EUROPE TO LOSE ITS TECHNOLOGICAL LEAD IN FUSION 
RESEARCH. HE ANSWERED YES. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

6. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. MISSION COMMENT: LOSS OF THE 

JET PROJECT WOULD REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT SET-BACK IN WORLDWIDE 
FUSION RESEARCH AND COULD AFFECT THE TIMEING OF THE COMMERCIAL 
APPLICATION OF THIS ENERGY SOURCE. THE PROJECT, HOWEVER, IS NOT 
YET OFFICIALLY TERMINATED. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT MEMBER COUNTRIES 
WILL BE ABLE TO DISSUADE THE DISSENTER AND THAT BRUNNER'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE WILL GENERATE PUBLIC PRESSURE TO THAT END. HINTON 
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